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Transmitted herewith is a report on Radio Nacional prepared at the request 
of identity A. It summarizes in brief my opinion of the operations of the Spanish 
National Radio's Estern-European section at present and contains certain suggestions 
and observations concerning future negotiations between QKACTIVE and the Spanish 
government for time on the QKACTIVE station. There are certain comments also 
included on the AEVIRIGIL, AEPOLE, AEFLAG agents involved at Radio Nacional. It is 
essentially a summary of the views that I expressed to identities B & C in recent 
months. 
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1. Spanish Government policy on broadcasting to the Soviet Bloc* 

Essentially no policy exists* This is in accordance with the basic attitude 
of the government which, so far as I can see, is one that attempts to deny that the 
Soviet Bloc exists. The Spanish Government wants no contact with the Soviet Bloc and 
has no serious interest in developments within it* This attitude is significantly 
modified due to the increasing importance tor Spain of Soviet Bloc trade* That trade 
is, however, conducted in the most discreet and obscure maimer possible With the aim 
of keeping up the pretense that n ot even commercial relations exist* As consequence 
of this absence of policy* the Spanish Governme nt has no interest in farthering any 
particular attitude in the population of the Soviet Bloc other than one of total re- 
jection of the CoHaranist system* There is no policy guidance concerning the types 
of broadcasts that RHE should produce nor is there, so far as I know, a serious interest 
in what it says beyond that it be anti-Coraraunist. The gov ernmen t supports the eastern 
broadcasts, so far as I' know, only because it feels its prestige is enhanced by doing 
so and because it is attacked heavily by Ccaaminist Bloc radios and therefore feels a 
natural urge to respond. Because of this attitude, one cannot predict what propaganda 
line the radio may take at any particular tiro* Government policy is not involved in 
the selection of one line or another, so long as the content is not overtly pro— Communist 
and high officials appear to be Indifferent to what it says* 

2. Current situation in the Eastern-Suropean section of BNE. 

a. The Russian Desk j f 

At present the Russian Desk is functioning better than it has since the 
departure of Sr. CASTRO Farinas in 1958. This development is due 
exclusively to fortuitous circumstance* Until last December the Russian 
Desk had been headed by a semi-literate and semi-senile Georgian, who 
was responsible fbr such broadcasts as die eulogy of Adolph Hitler shortly 
after the visit of President Eisenhower to Madrid and a vitriolic attack 
on the February Revolution as nothing more than the first step in the 
Bolshevik seizure of power in Russia* (Once he was stopped in the nick 
of time from putting out over the air an announcement that the Polish 
and Yugoslav Communist Parties had formed an alliance. The grounds fbr 
this assumption was the Georgian’s belief that Lublin, the city where the 
Poles were going to have their Party Congress, was identical with 
Ljubljana in Yugoslavia*) Fortunately this man died last December and 
has been replaced by an inoffensive old emigre who is & Lietenant (in spite 
of his years) in the Spanish Army and i&ose only concern is doing as little 
a s po ssible* . Re happens to be a good friend of AEVTR3IL/106 and welcomes 
AEVIROTL material because having it avoids his having to write himself* 

For one reason or another the rest of the regular members of the staff are, 
by and large, also either too lazy to do their own work or innocuous* One 
important recent change, also dating from last Fall, is the different atti- 
tude new displayed by the chief of the Sastero-Suropean section toward 
AE7TBGIl/l06* This is the result of 106*s inviting the chief to an AEVXRGIL 
conference in Munich. This again reflects no particular change in policy % 
or at titude* bat simply the chief* s current feeling of obligation toward 
AE7IRGXL because they invited him on the trip* One of the complications 
which still persists an the Russian program is that it is the only program 
under the control of the Sast-Buropean section for which a specific amount 
of money (200 pesetas) is paid tear each five-minute script used. The other 
East-Eurepean programs are produced by people who receive, if anything, a 
small monthly salary and no extra money is paid for scripts* The Russian 
program, unfortunately, is locked upon as an important source of income by 
a large number of people who know nothing about the Soviet Union, are 
completely ignorant of Communism, and have only one object in mind in 
writing fbr the program, the acquisition of 200 pesetas a script* At 
present, there are several emigre Rumanians, friends of the director of 
the Eaet-European section, who write articles in French which are translated 
into Spanish end then later into Russian for the Russian program and are 
usnally of a violently anti-Russian rather than anti-Communist nature* 
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Thera ore many other *hangar s —on ” who also make money this way* This is 
an indemic problem in the Russian section and will never be solved until 
.payments for scripts are no longer made* Tho other desks or the East— 
European section of the radio include a Belorussian Rationalist program, 
sponsored by the 3eloru®3ian Rational Council, and a Ukrai n i an program 
run by two Ukranians Ur am the Stetsko Ukranian Rationalist Organization. 
Broadcasts to the 3 cr/ist Union are also made in tho languages in the 
three Baltic countries. All the minority nationality broadcasts are 
violently anti -Russian in character, particular Belorussian and Ukranian 
programs. The content of these programs is beyond oar control and probably 
have a more negative than positive value, particularly Belorussian, in view 
of the weakness of Belorussian nationalist sentiment in Belorussia. Baltic 
programs are better in content and are becoming less violently anti-Russian 
and more • rrti -G omnunio t , due to KUBAR-C influence. Each of the Baltic pro- 
grams has a KUBASK agent working idih others to prepare the program. In 
additi on to programs in the languages of the Soviet Union, there are also 
programs In Polish, Czech, Slovak, Hungarian, Rumanian , Bulgarian, Croat 
and probably Serbian, The contributors to these programs represent a wide 
spectrum of political ideologies and attitudes toward Russians. The Poles 
are apparently an able and enlightened group who produce generally good 
programs and to have managed to keep more or less abrest of modern history. 
Most of the rest of the groups are can posed of former officials of puppet 
governments set up by the Germans during W II, although there are sens© 
exceptions such as the Bulgarians* I know little about tbs content of 
their program, but suspect that it is not remarkably appealing to their 
prospective audiences* There is no general line, to coordination among 
the programs of the groups and ? great deal of remarkably contradictory 
information and opinions produced. I doubt that any Spanish official 
would oven attempt to try to produce sosie order in this chaos and that 
•were programs produced by the Eastern- European section to be broadcast 
over the AMCCMLIB station, it would be up to AMCOMLIB to insist on improved 
content* 



3* Observations concerning negotiations in the future. 

The main interest of the Spaniards directly concerned with the programs of 
Radio Rational and probably with any future program broadcast over AMCCWLIB vould' , 'be 
money. They would certainly view any proposal to axpand programing to tbs point of 
view of how many friends could be provided with jobs through it. Therefore, I suggest 
that negotiations begin at a level too high to be involved in hiring and firing, with 
the Minister of Information and Tourism, perhaps. To avoid tampering with the proposal 
by those interest in jobs for brethers-in-laws, the proposal should be concrete and 
detailed, I believe, and as much as possible on a talce-it or leave- it basis. There are* 
able men in Spain, the former head of the Eastern-Suropean section, CASTRO Farinas, for 
one, who might serve effectively as tho Spanish chief fbr a new group to produce programs 
to be broadcast by AMCOMLIB. At any rate, I feel that tije ( Spanish chief to head this 
effort should be nominated ahead of time by AMCCP'iLXB before tne -pfe^jposal is made. A 
counter-proposal , with the exception of" certain requests for f ea therbedding , is not 
likely, in my opinion, and If one were made it would probably turn on questions of 
personalities involved rather than on policy. (Although I mentioned he CASTRO Farinas 
above; he might well not be politically acceptable^ , He apparently was relieved, of Ms 
job in the Sast-Enrppsan section due to suspicions of hie being overly pro-American. ) 

lb. Suggested moves prior to beginning negotiations. 

a. Prior to beginning negotiations, I would recommend that the FB3S monitor 
RHE Eastern-Enropean broadcasts to provide sauries of the material used in all of the 
languages that might be involved in broadcasts over the AHCQKLIB station. This would 
be necessary because the content of many of $he program is almost unknown to us at 
present. Wo have extensive Information only on the Russian program and on the programs 
from tho Baltic countries. Probably nobody in the Spanish Government knows anything 
about what goes cut over the air in any language other than Russian and very little 
about it. Tho monitoring report might be rather surprising to send to top-level people, 
might provide a good arguing point in Insisting on only a properly organized program 
being put out over AMCCMLIB station* 
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b. As to a specific proposal to make to the Spanish to head off a request 

from them for time on the AMCOMLIB station, one that might be very •welcome 
would be a broadcast series aimed specifically at answering Radix) Espana 
Independent* (REI). The Caudillo is personally interested in combating 
REX, though the method he has chosen to date, program B of the Russian 
section, is a farce. It is supposed to originate in seme secret redout 
of the Czarists underground. Each program begins with the phrase, "Atten- 
tion Gentlemen!". Doe to the lack of material It often an counters, fre- 
quent restart is made to playing records, seme times for as much as half of 
the program. A prop os al to monitor and expose RF!I, deriding its falsifi- 
cations and attacking the USSR for the same faults RBI finds in Spain, 
might find a response from the Spanish Government and be of genuine pro- > 
pagaoda value. For such a project, almost none of the current staff of 
the Russian Desk of the radio would serve* AEVIROIL/106 could work in 
such a project with effect, but none of the others could. In addition 
to other advantages, a proposal to have a "special" program with a definite 
goal— giving the lie to HBI— would have the advantage of separating that 
p ro gr a m from the Sastem-Buropean section of KHE. Although I don’t know 
how the Ministry of Information works nor the personalities involved in 
its upper level, I suspect it would be feasible to present this as a 
special project that should depend directly from the chief of the General. 
Directorate of Information and have no further contact with the lower 
echelons of the Ministry* 

5>. Miscellaneous Notes 

a. Degree to which the Spanish would be interested in AMCOMLIB radio time* 

I have forgotten if Howland Sergeant told me whether the Spanish Government 
had already asked specifically about radio time for their programs. If 
to date the subject has not yet been brought up in any form other than 
vague references to some future development of this sort, I would suggest 
going slow in bringing it up. If possible, efforts should be made to find 
out In friendly conversation and elicitation whether there is any real 
interest in requesting time on the part of top-level officials in the 
government* Although I believe it is very wise to plan for this eventuality 
and ultimately to make a proposal to the Spanish before they make cm to 
AMCOMLIB, having given some thought to the matter since talking to Sergeant 
and Meyer, I have come to wonder whether the Spanish are seriously interested 
in requesting time* As mentioned above, the only reasons I can see for their 
wanting it would be national prestige, which is a considerable reason I grant, 
and employment for friends and relatives. For that reason 1 would be careful 
that the advance planning of a proposal to be made by AMCOMLIB to the Spanish 
be done in such a way as not to raise their attention. Once the idea is 
suggested, they are certain to grab hold of it and demand that it be implements 
If, of course, they have made a fairly fin statement to the effect that they 
would desire time on the radio, then these considerations do not apply. 

b. Progr a ms in languages other than those directed to the Soviet Union. 

Producing programs in Russian would be difficult enough in view of Use 
limited man power resources available to the Spanish. Producing programs 
in other languages would necessitate their relying on the current contri- 
butors to the Bast-Buropean section of HNB for material and announcers* 

I believe it would be extremely difficult then to assert any careful con- 
trol or guidance over program content. It may be, when the results of a 
monitoring sample are available, that certain of the minority nationality 
or Eastem-Suropean satellite programs are of such excellent quality (the 
Polish program may be) that they can be transmitted over AMCOMLIB station 
without difficulties. However, pending evidence to the contrary, I believe 
that Spanish programs in the languages of the Eastern- Europe an satellites 
are likely to prove to be distinctly embarrasing to the United States and 
to the American Ccmmittee. So far as I know, the political Ideology of 
most of the contributors holds Radio Free Europe in as great contempt as 
it does the Communists. 



c# Coat Considerations 
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Ono factor in making the proposal that must be borne in mind is that it 
-will coat money. If the proposal that I have suggested, a program in 
Russian to an3wer HEX, -were made AHCTLIB should he prepared, to foot 
most of the bill for its preparation* This -would probably include the 
services of tvo or three monitors, a couple of editors and a couple of 
announcers at the very least. And that in addition to the cost of the 
necessary technical equipment. In my experience, any proposal made to 
the Spanish Government that it act in a certain matter implicitly 
includes the assumption that we will pav for it. From a purely economic 
point of view, therefore, it would be much cheaper to accept tapes pre- 
pared by RBE and play them o^er the AKGOMLTB station. If this were done, 
however, they would almost certainly b® the same tapes that were put out 
over TOC, with perhaps certain additions, but probably not significant- ones 
and certainly not necessarily improving ones. In addition to the other 
factors that I have mentioned above, I believe this would be the case 
because the resources of the Spanish Government to o rod-ace propaganda 
material in the Fastern-Turcpean languages do not adequately cover their 
current endeavors and I cannot imagine that they will be able to make more 
money available. 




At 

Att* to OSMA-12,913 



Identity A «|3 3 

Identity B - Cord METER 
Identity C - Howland SARGANT 



